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People and Organisations that appear in the story. 
 

The University of Wollongong – ‘UOW’ 

The Faculty of Commerce - 

The School of Accounting and Finance 

The Employment Equity and Diversity Unit - ‘EEDU’ 

The Academic Probations Committee – ‘APC’ 

People at and from UOW who take part in this story: 

 

 

Dr. Corinne Cortese: this is the woman who generated the 

UOW lie with her informal ‘record of interview’ signed the day 

before Scott Dobbs’ interview by the Academic Probations 

Committee in respect of his application for a permanent academic 

appointment. 
 

 

 

Dr. Mary Kaidonis: this is the woman who accompanied 

Corinne Cortese to make an ‘informal complaint’ about Scott to 

Robyn Weekes (see below) the day before Scott’s application for 

permanent appointment to UOW came before the APC. She is the 

woman Corinne Cortese described to the diocesan investigator as 

‘trying to gather evidence for or against Scott … ‘  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Don Lewis: this was the man to whom Scott Dobbs 

reported the evidence he held of corruption in the Faculty, who 

advised him not to make waves. Don Lewis subsequently married 

Mary Kaidonis. 

 

 

 

Robyn Weekes: She was the then Director of the Equal 

Employment and Diversity Unit (EEDU), who accepted the 

‘informal complaint’ fabricated by Corinne Cortese with the 

encouragement of Mary Kaidonis and Jane Andrew. 

She is pictured with Prof. John Patterson, who was the Chair 

of the Academic Probations Committee to whom Corinne 

Cortese authorised Robyn Weekes to forward the ‘informal 

complaint’ the day after it was signed for consideration in 

relation to Scott Dobbs’ application for a permanent position as 

a Lecturer in the Faculty of Commerce UOW. 
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Dr. Helen Irvine – Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Business 

UOW and wife of the Rector of Figtree Anglican church, the 

Rev. Dr. Rod Irvine at the time of these events. 

She was the ‘bridge’ that brought the by Corinne Cortese /UOW 

lie to Yvonne Gunning of Figtree Anglican Church who used it 

to encourage Lee Nicholls to make a complaint to Figtree and 

Sydney diocese (through the PSU) on behalf of her adult 

daughter Emma Nicholls. 

 

 

 

Dr. Anne Abraham – senior Lecturer in the Faculty of 

Business UOW and member of the congregation of Figtree 

Anglican church, for a time in charge of small groups at the 

time of these events. She was also a parishioner at Figtree 

Anglican Church. When Machelle and Scott Dobbs asked her 

and Helen Irvine to support him in his complaints about 

corruption, bribery and soft marking of international students 

both on campus and on the Dubai campus, she and Helen 

declined to do so. 
 

 

 

 

Dr. Jane Andrew – Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Business; 

now at Sydney University. 

Jane Andrew was named by Corinne Cortese to the diocesan 

investigator as the person who was ‘very close’ to Dr. Mary 

Kaidonis and, with her, the original inspiration of the 

fabrication of a sexual harassment complaint against Dr. Dobbs 

in order to defeat his application for a permanent appointment 

to UOW academic staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Michael Gaffikin – Emeritus Professor. Scott Dobbs 

consulted him about the evidence that Scott held of   corruption, 

bribery and soft marking of international students. He advised 

Scott to do what he felt he had to do but warned him that he 

would suffer for it. 
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Figtree Anglican Church (FAC)i 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Core Values 

Commonly held values are the key to unity. At FAC, they are the foundation to which everything we 

do is aligned and define what makes us unique as a church community: 

     Faithful ..... at all times. 

          Adventurous ..... in all things. 

               Compassionate ..... to all people. 

 

Clergy and staff of Figtree Anglican church who take part in this story 

 

The rev. Dr. Rod Irvine (pictured here with his wife Helen) 

was Rector (Senior Minister) of Figtree Anglican Church from 

1987until he and his wife left in January 2008, having wreaked 

havoc in the lives of the Dobbs family:ii He and his second-in-

command at Figtree, Executive Minister the Rev. Clarke 

decided to ban not only Scott but Machelle and the whole family 

from Figtree after Phillip Gerber (PSU) had dismissed the 

complaint as a misunderstanding of boundaries. 

 

 

The rev. Ian Barnett, Rector of Figtree after the rev. Rod 

Irvine left. Ian Barnett’s first full-time ministry appointment 

was in 1995 to Figtree Anglican church, where he was under the 

ministry training and supervision of Rod Irvine. In 1997 he 

went to Shellharbour parish, and then in 2004 to Castle Hill 

Anglican church as Evangelism Director. He took up his 

appointment as Rector of Figtree in 2008. He has refused to 

carry out the Terms of Compromise negotiated after the 

diocesan case before the diocesan Tribunal fell apart, despite 

the Archbishop’s specific request and direction that he do so. 
 

 

The rev. Bruce Clarke 

Bruce Clarke, pictured here with his wife Cathy, was Executive 

Minister at Figtree Anglican Church, which was the only church 

at which he had served up to the time he left in 2008 to take up 

the position of senior Minister at St. Matthews Anglican Church, 

Manly, and was inducted there on 15th November 2008. He 

telephoned Machelle and speaking from a script, banned 

Machelle and her children from attending church and all 

children’s activities. He, his wife Cathy Clarke and elder 

daughter Rebecca Clarke were the source of ‘the Clandestine Lie’. 
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The rev. Leigh Roberts, Associate Minister 

Leigh Roberts, shown here with his wife, schoolteacher 

Merrilyn Roberts, was one of the Associate Ministers at 

Figtree during the early part of the case in early 2007until he 

left, and he took up the position of Rector of Bulli Anglican 

Church in mid-2007.He was the convener of a meeting with 

Dr. Dobbs putting to him the accusation of sex abuse refusing 

to give the name of the complainant nor even details of the 

alleged abuse. 

 

Captain Yvonne Gunning 

Yvonne Gunning trained with Church Army and worked as a 

church army officer in a number of parishes for 18 years. She 

holds the Church Army ‘rank’ of Captain. She then acted as a 

consultant and trainer for Anglican Youth and Education 

before joining Figtree Anglican church as Children’s minister 

in 2003. The details of the complaint (originally fabricated by 

Lee Nicholls) were sexualised and exaggerated by her, and 

denied by Emma Nicholls in her account, when it was finally 

obtained. Both accounts by Lee Nicholls and Yvonne Gunning 

were eventually discredited. She continued in employment at 

Figtree Anglican Church until moving to the far south coast 

of New South Wales. 

 

 

Ron Irving, Youth and Adult ministry 

Ron Irving was appointed Youth and Young Adults Minister 

at Figtree in 2005. He had been ordained as a deacon in 2008, 

after graduating from Moore Theological College in 1993. He 

was the enforcer of the ban on the older Dobbs children 

attending the evening service and youth ministry events, 

even those held at the home of friends, as a result of ‘robust’ 

discussions in the staff meeting which although 

uncomfortable about personally, he felt that he had to obey. 

 

 

Faye Brampton, Pastoral Care Worker Care Worker 

Faye Brampton is part of a team which is "committed to 

providing additional spiritual emotional and physical needs 

of FAC members. She is also part of ‘Caring in the 

Community’ ministries, such as ‘Meet N Eat’ and hospital 

visitations." According to Yvonne Gunning she told Yvonne 

that her husband, Des, had told her that Scott Dobbs had 

told him that he was having an affair (or hoping to have an 

affair), which Yvonne Gunning identified as an admission of 

an affair with Emma Nicholls. Both Faye and her husband 

denied in separate interviews with the diocesan investigator 

any such conversation. 
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Jane Major Smith, Integration Minister 

Jane Major-Smith is ‘responsible for the oversight and 

development of welcoming and connection ministries at FAC – 

helping people to integrate socially and spiritually into church 

life.’ Yvonne Gunning, in her interview with the diocesan 

investigator said that Jane Major-Smith was the leader of the 

refreshment ministry (which included the serving of coffee) and 

that Scott was appointed to that ministry by the FAC staff. 

 

 

 

Lisa Delaney, Assistant Children’s Minister 

Lisa Delaney is Assistant to Yvonne Gunning in the Children’s 

Ministries. Not only is she responsible for mid-week and 

weekend programs pre-school age children she ‘also assists with 

Family Services and key outreach events for school aged 

children.’ She has been diligent in carrying out the parish 

directive to shun Machelle Dobbs and her school-aged children. 

 

 

 

 

Helen Wilmot, former Part-time Figtree staff member 

She has since been employed in a clerical position at UOW. She 

is a committee member for the Cross Connections Art 

Exhibition held each year at UOW in which Machelle Dobbs 

exhibited her paintings. She has been vocally abusive towards 

Machelle Dobbs when they met at the exhibition since Figtree 

issued its’ ‘order’ to parishioners to shun the Dobbs family. She 

abused and assaulted Machelle Dobbs during and after a church 

service at FAC. 

 

Wardens of FAC Parish Council 

 

David Reynolds, People’s Warden 

David Reynolds (pictured with a colleague at UOW) and his wife 

Julie (Principal of the Cedars Christian College) have displayed 

shunning behaviour towards the Dobbs family, in particular 

towards Machelle Dobbs.  Both he and Andrew Stratford (see 

below) were present in the evening service at Figtree when 

Helen Wilmot assaulted and abused Machelle Dobbs during and 

after the service, which they ignored while upbraiding Scott for 

attending the service with his family. This they did even though 

it was well after the Archbishop had withdrawn and dismissed 

the charges as recommended by the diocesan Tribunal, and 

personally asked the rector and the former Bishop Al Stewart 

comply with the Terms of Compromise approved by the 

Tribunal. 
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Andrew Stratford, Rector’s Warden (until 2012)iii  

After working at Wollongong City Council for 28 years, Andrew    

Stratford was appointed Community Care Manager for 

Anglicare Wollongong in 2009. He tried to force the Dobbs into 

abandoning their insistence that the Terms of Compromise be 

complied with by Figtree personnel as the Archbishop had 

asked them to do.  He informed Scott and Machelle Dobbs that 

he and fellow Figtree leaders were angry with the collapse of 

the case and that they had asked the PSU/Tribunal to set aside 

the Terms of Compromise (which neither has the power to do).  

 

Bishop Harry Goodhew AO        

    

After serving as Archbishop of Sydney from 1993 to 2001 Harry Goodhew returned 

to live in the Wollongong area where, previously he had served as Rector of St. 

Michael’s, then Archdeacon of Wollongong and then Bishop of Wollongong, over a 

total of 18 years. He and his wife were parishioners at FAC. He knew within a week 

of Lee Nicholls making a ‘formal’ complaint to Yvonne Gunning that a complaint had 

been made and he held a session with Figtree staff to counsel them.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Professional Standards Unit of the Anglican Church of Australia Sydney 

Diocese - ‘the PSU’ 

The PSU was established in response to the clergy sex abuse scandals in Australia and 

overseas and the Director and staff are authorised to receive complaints of child and 

adult sexual abuse and other forms of physical, mental, psychological and spiritual 

abuse in the Anglican church as formulated in the Code of Conduct 'Faithfulness in 

Service' which was developed by the National Anglican church of Australia and adopted 

by individual diocese around Australia including Sydney diocese. This applies only to 

'church workers' a term which was defined in the Discipline Ordinance 2006 (applicable 

in the Dobbs’ case) to include clergy and lay persons in 'positions of leadership' which 

are then largely defined. PSU staff includes administrative assistants, counsellors and a 

chaplain. The function of counsellors and the chaplain is to provide support to the 

complainant. They will provide complainants with referrals to psychologists and other 

professionals as required by the case, paid for by the diocese. 

 

Phillip Gerber, Director PSU (until 1 July 2009)iv 

Phillip Gerber is a former member Standing Committee (the “executive” 

of the diocesan Synod) and he has been active in church politics and a 

member of the National Anglican Child Protection Committee. 

The Director PSU is empowered to make a preliminary assessment of a 

complaint and then undertake one of several pathways for the conduct of 

the case at different stages, including ordering an investigation and 

report, referring that report to the Professional Standards Committee for 

recommendations, and/or taking 'charges' to the Diocesan Tribunal (in the case of parish 

clergy) or the Disciplinary Tribunal (in the case of other ‘church workers’ as defined in 

the Discipline Ordinance 2006. 

In the Dobbs' case, he is responsible for a serious failures of process, resulting in 

substantial expense to the diocese for a largely irrelevant investigation and wasting 

time of both members of the Professional Standards Committee (PSC – see below) and 

the Disciplinary Tribunal while it was clear that there was no jurisdiction over Scott 

because he was not a ‘church worker’. He allowed the delay thus caused to impact 
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severely on Scott, Machelle and the whole family. He did nothing to protect Machelle 

and her children from the extensive abuse heaped on them by members of the FAC 

leadership and parishioners as directed by the leadership, thereby failing to carry out 

his function in respect of them. 

He resigned from the PSU effective 1 July 2009 and he took up a position as a Project 

Officer for the diocese of the Northern Territory, based in Darwin This was announced 

just a matter of days before the date set for the commencement of the tribunal hearing 

which would first consider the lack of evidence to ground jurisdiction. 

 

Jenni Woodhouse, Part-time Chaplain to the PSU 

She has since resigned from the PSU. She was the draftsperson of a letter from the 

parish sent to Scott on 22 March 2007 setting onerous and inappropriate conditions not 

only on him but also on his wife Machelle if they wished to continue attending Figtree 

church.  It was that letter which the parish was directed to withdraw under the Terms 

of Compromise negotiated by the Deputy Chair of the Disciplinary Tribunal of the 

diocese. The present FAC Senior Minister, the rev. Ian Barnett has still refused to 

withdraw the letter. 

 

Chancellor of the Diocese Acting Judge Peter Grogan Q.C.v        

On March 29th, 2006, it was announced that Acting Judge Peter Grogan 

Q.C. was coming out of retirement to take up his appointment as diocesan 

Chancellor. The primary role of the diocesan Chancellor is to give the 

Archbishop advice on legal matters as well as issues relating to synod. 

When asked to advise whether the diocese had jurisdiction under the 

provisions of the Discipline Ordinance 2006 (Sydney Diocese) he advised 

that he was 'comfortable' that it had, despite the absence of any evidence to support 

that view. When the PSU was forced to obtain evidence, it was found that neither the 

Senior Minister Rod Irvine nor Executive Minister Bruce Clarke could give evidence to 

support that ‘finding’, but quite the contrary, their evidence made it abundantly clear 

that there was no jurisdiction. Had the Chancellor insisted that that evidence be 

obtained at the time (when it was available) the diocese would have been spared 

substantial expense and the Dobbs family another 2 year of pain, which is 

continuing.  

 

 

Personnel of the Secretariat and the clerical hierarchy of the 

Anglican Church of Australia Sydney Diocese – ‘the diocese’ 

 

Archbishop Peter Jensen Anglican Archbishop of Sydney 

to July 2013 

Peter Jensen was the Archbishop of the Anglican Church of Australia Sydney Diocese 

during the major events of the case. Before being voted into this office he was the 

Principal of Moore College, the clergy training college at Newtown, Sydney for many 

years.  His 'brand' of 'Jensenite' Christianity is called 'hardline evangelicalism' by his 

detractors, and 'new Puritanism' by Dr. Muriel Porter OAM in her book 'The New 

Puritans: the rise of fundamentalism in the Anglican Church' (2006). He was kept 

informed by the Director PSU Phillip Gerber in weekly meetings about all cases in the 

PSU. He failed to respond to the widespread shunning and eventual expulsion of 

Machelle and the children from Figtree even though the Director PSU had given his 

preliminary assessment that there was no case to answer, only a 'misunderstanding of 

boundaries'. The former bishop of Wollongong Al Stewart and the present FAC Senior 
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Minister Ian Barnett have challenged his authority and he was 

not able to obtain their compliance with his direction that they 

act to restore Scott Dobbs' character among the FAC 

parishioners and staff, and reconcile and readmit the family to 

FAC. He retired on 1 July 2013. 

 

 

Dr. Philip Selden: Diocesan Registrar and  

Executive Officer to the Archbishop of Sydney 

Dr. Selden acted as the gatekeeper for all communications with 

the Archbishop. His attitude towards Machelle Dobbs’ telephone call complaining of the 

way that she and her children were being treated was recorded in his memo of the call 

with the dismissive words ‘she seems to be upset’. He was particularly put out when the 

Dobbs wrote privately to the Archbishop at his residence about the abuse of their 

children by Figtree leadership, in an attempt to make sure that the Archbishop actually 

saw their letters or was made aware of their content. The Archbishop did not personally 

reply. He added a message to Al Stewarts’ video (see below) giving his approval of the 

way in which FAC clergy and staff had handled the complaint by Emma Nicholls, even 

though that involved de facto excommunication of Scott, Machelle and all six of their 

children. He has since retired and was appointed Honorary Pastor 

at St. Faith’s Anglican Church Narrabeen. He was replaced as 

Registrar by Mr. Douglas Marr, former Bursar of Moore College. 

 

(Bishop) Al Stewartvi 

He was Anglican bishop of Wollongong (as an assistant bishop to 

Archbishop Jensen) until 2009 but then transferred to the position 

of Director, Department of Evangelism and New Churches, Sydney Diocese. His 

videotaped message screened at all services at Figtree Church on Sunday 29th June 

2008 implied that Scott Dobbs was guilty and failed to mention that the case had not 

yet been heard by a church Tribunal. An analysis of the improper nature of this is 

contained in my article and the Executive Summary “Sex, Lies and Videotape” 

(anonymized at that stage) a copy of which is reproduced in the Appendices. It is to 

correct the false implications in that video that the Archbishop asked him to make 

another for screening in Figtree in accordance with the Terms of Compromise, which he 

has refused to do. 

The Professional Standards Committee – ‘the PSC’ 

The Professional Standards Committee was established by diocesan legislation and in 

2006-7 its' operation was regulated by the Discipline Ordinance 2006. Its function is to 

review the material gathered by way of documents of the original complaint, the 

declaration in reply from the respondent, the signed statements and report prepared by 

an 'independent' investigator from interviews with relevant persons and any other 

documents including the PSU file of reports of the complaint and other materials. The 

PSC is empowered to make a wide range of recommendations from admonishment, via 

payment of compensation to referral to a diocesan tribunal (if the respondent does not 

accept its' recommendation of removal from Holy Orders). 

Under the Discipline Ordinance 2006 applicable to the Dobbs case, in the absence of 

the respondent accepting in writing the recommendations of the PSC within 14 days of 

receiving them then the Archbishop was required to refer the case to the diocesan 

tribunal for a full hearing. Scott did not accept the findings, but the Archbishop 

neglected to act until pressured to do so by Scott. As to process, the PSC has the 

Director PSU present at its' deliberations but it does not take evidence and the 
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respondent has no right to appear, with or without legal representation, nor even any 

right to make written submissions. 

 In 2008 the PSC comprised Archdeacon Deryck Howell as Chairman and six 

other members elected by Synod. 

 

 

Archdeacon Deryck Howell (Chairman in 2008) 

Archdeacon Howell was rector of Hurstville Grove before a 21-year ministry at 

Centennial Park. He was appointed Archdeacon of South Sydney in 2003 until 

December 2009 when he took up a position as Rector of the parish of Rosemeadow. He 

refused to acknowledge the abuse of Machelle Dobbs and her children by the Figtree 

leadership, and deleted Scott’s emails informing him of the PSC’s lack of jurisdiction. 

The position of Archdeacon was abolished by Sydney diocese. In 2013 he wqas a member 

of a board behind an 'Anglican church plant' called SALT at Wollongong town hall. 

 

 

 

 
 

Prof. Ronald Kim Oates OAM 

 

Professor “Kim” Oates is a distinguished pediatrician and campaigner 

on behalf of abused and neglected children rightfully honoured and 

internationally respected for his work in this field. 

 

 

 

 

 

The other PSC members in 2008: 

Dr. Debra Tattersall, a medical practitioner in suburban Sydney, who, for 

reasons unknown, did not sign the PSC report. 

Mrs. Colette Reed 

Mr. Alan Lucas, Barrister 

Mrs. Emma Collett, children & families’ worker, at Christ Church St. Ives at 

the time and later with YouthWorks, a diocesan training organisation. 

 

 

The investigator instructed by Philip Gerber, PSU: Ken Taylor, of Lee Kelly & 

Assocs. (now Lee Kelly Commercial Investigations). 

Lee Kelly & Associates, at this time located at Pymble NSW, now Lee Kelly Commercial 

Investigations at St. Leonard’s, NSW, supplied Ken Taylor on instructions from Philip 

Gerber of the PSU of Sydney diocese to carry out an investigation pursuant to the 

Discipline Ordinance 2006. On the website for the firm in its’ current name this is 

stated: ‘Provision of consistent, easy to read and succinct reports, supported by 

photographs, are a key part of our services.’ This was certainly not the case in the 

confused and confusing Report that was provided in this case. It is not clear whether 

Ken Taylor is still an employee of the firm. 

 

The Nicholls family 

 

Lee Nicholls 
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Mrs. Lee Nicholls is married to Greg Nicholls and the mother of Emma and her two 

siblings. She was the link between Figtree, in the person of Yvonne Gunning (whose 

one-day child protection seminars she had attended some 5 times by the time she 

brought a complaint to Yvonne Gunning on 1 February 2007) and Emma Nicholls, 

who was not known to anyone of the Figtree leadership at the time of Lee’s 

complaint. Lee Nicholls and her family were members of the Seventh Day Adventist 

Church. She had been in consultation with Yvonne Gunning about making a 

complaint since at least early December 2006.When making the complaint on behalf 

of Emma she asked that she be kept anonymous not only from the Dobbs but also 

from Emma. Emma was not told that her mother was the original and the only 

complainant (apart from Yvonne Gunning) until the time of the investigator's 

interview of her about 6 months later. It is clear from descriptions of Lee's 

behaviour that she also suffers from Obsessive Compulsive Disorder and Dr. 

Schloeffel, Emma’s medical practitioner, identified her as both the genetic and 

environmental source of Emma’s OCD. 

 
Greg Nicholls 

Husband of Lee Nicholls and father of Emma Nicholls. Apparently, he had nothing 

to do with the complaint brought by his wife and had nothing to say on his own 

account. 

 

Emma Nicholls 

Although I have access to photographs of Emma Nicholls I have chosen not to use 

them because in this sorry saga she was the one who was betrayed and abused by 

her mother Lee, by certain members of the leadership and staff of FAC and by the 

diocesan process, but not by the Dobbs family, who showed her nothing but kindness 

and forbearance. When she came back to visiting the Dobbs in late 2006, aged 20, 

she displayed strange and unacceptable behaviour; first, when staying overnight at 

her request, she  left her bedroom late one night and went into Christopher Dobbs’ 

bedroom, lay down and fell asleep on his bed and remained there all night (although 

‘nothing happened’); and then a few weeks’ later she attempted to draw Scott’s 

attention to her and staged an invasion of his study one evening and snuggled up to 

him and stroked his hair. The whole family had been trying to protect Scott from 

Emma’s unwelcome attentions once they became apparent. She was taken to 

Figtree evening services by the Dobbs family from about October 2006 in an attempt 

to wean her away from the Dobbs and to make new friends. Lee complained that she 

had ‘fallen in love with’ Scott. She did not want to make a complaint about Scott. 

She wanted to preserve her relationship with the whole family, which was valuable 

to her, a lifeline in her increasingly unhappy 

struggles with mental and physical illness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Richard Schloeffel,  

MB BS (NSW), FRACGP, FAMAS, Dip Acup (China) 

 

Emma Nicholls first consulted Dr. Schloeffel in March 2006, just one in a long line of 

medical practitioners and practitioners of other health disciplines, including a 

psychiatrist, in the continuing search for an effective treatment for her Obsessive 

Compulsive Disorder and various physical ailments. He was highly critical to the 
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investigator of the insensitive and inappropriate way that Lee Nicholls’ complaint was 

handled by FAC and the PSU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Clarrie Pratt, former Figtree parishioner 

 

Dr. Pratt has worked in the Wollongong area as a doctor for many years, especially in 

Drug and Alcohol, Aboriginal Health, and Pain and Palliative Care. Before arriving in 

Wollongong, he was a Salvation Army missionary doctor. He stood, unsuccessfully, for 

election to the NSW State Parliament as a candidate for the Christian Democratic Party 

(Fred Nile Group) in 2007.  

Dr. Pratt’s daughter Marnie was a good friend of Ellesha Dobbs, and he described the 

relationship with the Dobbs’ family as ‘fairly closely associated.’ He wrote to the revs. 

Rod Irvine and Bruce Clarke and Phillip Gerber on 17 April 2007 complaining about the 

abuse of process and denial of natural justice in the way that all three had handled Lee 

Nicholls’ complaint on behalf of her daughter. He gave them literature about Emma’s 

OCD and recommended that they interview her psychiatrist before doing anything else. 

This excellent advice was not followed either by Phillip Gerber or the investigator 

engaged by the diocese. 

 

He ceased to be a parishioner at Figtree in mid-2007, following the rev. Leigh Roberts to 

Bulli Anglican Church. 

 

Emma Nicholls’ Two Internet ‘Pen friends’ 

 

Lance Wearmouth 

Emma Nicholls started an internet correspondence with Lance some time before these 

events. He was a member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church who resided in 

Queensland and had a website that contained an invitation for troubled people to write 

in for advice and prayer counseling. He was a sincere man who became very troubled 

about Emma’s role in the case after I spoke to him on the telephone, and, later Machelle 

also talked to him. The Investigator’s file and report contained an email from Lance 

dated 17 December 2006 stating that he would not be surprised if Scott had been sacked 

by UOW for sexual harassment. He told me that he had been told these things by Lee, or 

perhaps by Emma. The latter seems unlikely. In the same email, he advised Emma to go 

to Machelle in order to put an end to that behaviour. Emma did not do this. Machelle 

and the family were trying to get Emma out of their lives. He emailed me in 2008 before 

the PSC were to consider the materials, sending me a copy of his email to Emma 

counseling her to withdraw from the case, saying that she was only being used, and she 

had misunderstood Scott’s kindly behaviour.  His advice was not followed. He has since 

died from a sudden illness. 

 

Sandra Hardwig (SanDee) 

Sandra, who lives in the USA, was also a contributor and counsellor for Lance 

Wearmouth’s website. Amongst the investigator’s folder and report was a copy of a 

lengthy email dated 5 December 2006 from Emma to her giving details of the incident 

when Emma invaded Scott’s study and snuggled up to him. From it can be deduced the 
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date of this incident which was none of the dates put forward by Emma or Lee Nicholls. 
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iPhoto source http://www.figtreeanglican.org.au 
iiPhoto: http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/sydneystories/figtree_not_forgotten 
iiiPhoto source 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/council/publicdocuments/Documents/Annual%20Report%202002-%20200
3.pdf 

ivPhoto source: www.qhac.org.au/others.htm 
vPhoto and information source http://sydneyanglicans.net/news/stories/legal_eagle_flies_again 
viphoto source: http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/senior_clergy/bishop_stewart/ 
 

                                                           


